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MISIOBfiHDUJa FOB THE ADJUTAEfT GEtTSBAL OF 0H3 A*, 



Subject: The .aaertban Telephone and Telegraph 

Cipher System. 


The ao ting secretary of War directs that a letter substa&» 

' tlally as follows be sent to Mr. • George Fabyan, Biverbank Labora- 
tories* Geneva* Illinois* as a reply to hie letter of March S3* j 

1919* attached herewith! 

• i 

} 

four letter of March S3, 1919* addressed to the ! 

Secretary of War* Washington; D. C.* subject: "The 

dangers of the sO-oalled indecipherable Machine Ci- 
phers"* in whiah the opinion is oppressed that ah en- - > I 

airy can decipher messages sent by the system devised 
by the American Telephone and Telegraph Company in 
conjunction with exports of the War Department* was 
received and has had oareful consideration. 

Referring to the deciphered message included in 
your letter* and upon 'Shiah apparently you based your 

opinion expressed ae to the vulnerability of the ma- j 

chine and system in question* you are advised that we 
are informed that this is the Ho. 2 of a group of seven 
massages transmitted to you on- June 11* 1918* ■ by Mr* 

Gherardi for analysis and test* and that of this group 
of seven messages* Hos. 1* 0* 6 and 7 were submitted 
ae test messages for the purpose of ascertaining the 
possibility of their decipherment by an aneny. Slnoe 
messages Hos. 2* 3 and 4 were not put up in the ar- 
rangement it was proposed to use* Mr. Gherardi did not 
submit them as test messages but expressed the opinion 
that no doubt you would be able to deolpher those three. 

If at any time you shall have succeeded in de- 
ciphering any one of massages Hoe. 1* 8* 6 and 7* the 
War Deportment would receive with interest a statement 
of your accompli shments along these lines." 
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